LESSON

1

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

WHO WOULD’VE THOUGHT
+++++++++++++++++++++++++
2 Kings 18:1–8

OBJECTIVE: Students will learn that we aren’t defined or limited by obstacles.
OVERVIEW: Throughout the Bible, we see many “dark horse” stories—instances where unlikely candidates
with difficult circumstances overcome hindrances and achieve something great for God. In this lesson Hezekiah
teaches us how obstacles can be turned into opportunities.

GAME: OBSTACLE COURSE
Supplies:
•

Two baby swimming pools or buckets

•

Applesauce (enough to fill the pool or bucket)

•

Shaving cream

•

Cheeto puffs (enough to fill the pool or bucket)

•

Several small toys, such as action figures

•

A really awesome prize (like gift cards to coffee shop, vouchers for ice cream next class…etc)

•

A smaller prize (like lollipops)

Line the students up at the end of the room. Tell them the object of this game is to get to the other side of
the room.
They can either choose to walk directly across the room on the empty side, or they can choose to
participate in the obstacle course. For those who choose to walk on the side with no obstacles, award them
with their small prize when they get to the other side.
Have the rest of the students line up to begin the obstacle course.
They must start by spinning around twenty times, then running to the pool of applesauce, where they
will dig around with their hands until they find a toy.
Once they find a toy, spray a “beard” of shaving cream on them. Then they must go “bobbing” for a
toy in the bucket of cheetos. Once they have that, they can cross the finish line.
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When all the students have completed the game, give the students who participated in the obstacles a
big prize.

ICEBREAKER TRANSITION
Why did you choose to walk directly across the room instead of choosing the obstacle course? (Answers
may vary, acknowledge the student that says “because it was easier/faster.”)
Because you overcame the obstacles that were placed in front of you, what did you receive? (a reward)

SCRIPTURE
Read the passage aloud.
2 Kings 18:1–8
1 Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king
of Judah began to reign.
2 Twenty and five years old was he when he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name also was Abi, the daughter of Zachariah.
3 And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that David his father did.
4 He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brasen
serpent that Moses had made: for unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it
Nehushtan.
5 He trusted in the Lord God of Israel; so that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor
any that were before him.
6 For he clave to the Lord, and departed not from following him, but kept his commandments, which the Lord
commanded Moses.
7 And the Lord was with him; and he prospered whithersoever he went forth: and he rebelled against the king
of Assyria, and served him not.
8 He smote the Philistines, even unto Gaza, and the borders thereof, from the tower of the watchmen to the
fenced city.

TALKING POINTS
Dark horse. You may not know the exact meaning of the title, but I can almost guarantee you’ve seen or
you may have even personally experienced the victory that comes with being an “under dog”. Merriam
Webster’s dictionary defines the term as:
A: a usually little known contender that makes an unexpectedly good showing
B: an entrant in a contest that is judged unlikely to succeed
Open with telling students of underdog stories in war, sports, or your personal life.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++
   2

+++++++++++++++++++++++++
Each of those stories has a dark horse related theme—an unlikely candidate comes from behind
and unexpectedly succeeds. The Bible is filled with underdog stories such as David fighting Goliath and
Gideon outnumbered in battle. But the one we’re going to be talking about over the next few weeks
is Hezekiah. You may not know much about him, but spoiler alert: Hezekiah is going to be known as
one of the greatest kings of the Bible. As we’ll see, he had to overcome some pretty serious hurdles and
disappointments that seem to give him a disadvantage.
As we look at this season in Hezekiah’s life, think about how this parallels with your own.

OUTLINE
THE OBSTACLES
His Culture
Hezekiah reigned at a dark time in history. As punishment from God for the wickedness of Hezekiah’s
father, Judah had been attacked by its enemies and many of its people had been taken captive.
Just like Hezekiah, we live in a time of confusion and corruption.
2 Timothy 3:1–5
1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy,
3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good,
4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;
5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

His Father
Have you ever been embarrassed by your parents? Well Hezekiah was, and he had good reason. Ahaz was
selfish and wicked. Surely, Hezekiah looked at his father and saw the perfect example of what he did not
want to become. We must remember that our family past, good or bad, does not define us.

His Youth
1 Timothy 4:12
Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity,
in spirit, in faith, in purity
Did you know that to even qualify to be the President of the United States, you have to be at least thirtyfive years old? Hezekiah couldn’t have even been president at this point in his life, because he was only
twenty-five.
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Young rulers were not uncommon in those days, but he certainly could have used his age as an excuse
and could have believed he was too young to do anything significant for God.
Too many young people use their age as an excuse not to get serious about God. They think they’ll
have time to get serious after they’ve had some “fun.” But terrible things happen when young people
decide to live for the present and grow up later. We don’t know how long we have on this earth, so we
should be passionate about God and the things of God while we can.
Charles Spurgeon preached his first sermon at age sixteen and by seventeen he was already pastoring a
church. You are never too young to start living for God.
Jeremiah 1:7
Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. But the Lord said unto me, Say not, I
am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak.

THE OPPORTUNITIES HE TOOK
Restoring Focus on God
Illustration from book: Franklin D. Roosevelt; first one hundred days of presidency concept (see page 11)
Hezekiah quickly made an important change during his first few days as king: he restored the temple
so that the people’s focus would be on God. If we’re going to overcome obstacles, then we must have our
focus in the right place. When we put our eyes on Jesus and He becomes our focus, we’ll start to see His
evidence all around us. His evidence was there all along, but now because our focus has shifted, we are
able to see Him. So instead of focusing on your situation, focus on the Saviour.
Repeat this truth with students: “What you fixate on in life becomes your focus.”

Removing the Idols
Give a brief history of Judah submersed in idolatry and immorality (2 Kings 18:4).
Hezekiah could have said his job was done after he cleansed the temple, but he knew the false idols
had no place among people who were supposed to be following God.
“What in your life needs to be removed, in order for you to be renewed?”
Are you holding onto sin? Even hobbies or activities that take the place of God and time with Him are
sin. The smallest of sins lead to catastrophic destruction.

Rebelling against Wickedness
Normally when we hear the word rebel we tend to think of someone who is going against authority in
order to do something bad. But at this moment in Hezekiah’s story, rebellion is a good thing. He goes
against the king of Assyria so that he could live in obedience to God.
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Even though refusing the king of Assyria meant losing protection against attacks from other enemies,
Hezekiah didn’t budge. By making the decision to rebel against the Assyrian king, he was saying, “You
don’t control us anymore. We belong to God, and we’re going to follow Him.”
Decide that you’re going to rebel against the trends of a culture that wants you to deny the God that
created you.

THE OUTCOME HE EXPERIENCED
Strength
Hezekiah is off to a great start. He’s made some bold moves—he’s tossed out the idols, restored the temple,
and cut off a deal with Assyrians that now might leave Judah unprotected against their enemies. But God
was going to bless their obedience.
2 Kings 18:7–8
7 And the Lord was with him; and he prospered whithersoever he went forth: and he rebelled against the
king of Assyria, and served him not.
8 He smote the Philistines, even unto Gaza, and the borders thereof, from the tower of the watchmen to the
fenced city.
As a result of his obedience to the Lord, Hezekiah “prospered whithosoever he went forth.” And 2
Chronicles gives us an even better picture of his blessings:
2 Chronicles 32:27
And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and honour: and he made himself treasuries for silver, and for
gold, and for precious stones, and for spices, and for shields, and for all manner of pleasant jewels;
God provided for Hezekiah but also strengthened the entire nation! Things are definitely looking up after
the dark days Judah experienced under King Ahaz. God is faithful and will supply all of our needs!

Success
Illustration from book: Story of Jason McElwain (show Youtube clip; see pages 18–19).
Not many would vote Jason and Hezekiah as the top candidates to succeed. But that’s what God does!
He takes the unlikely and unlocks their potential for His glory. He wants to do the same through you!

STUDY QUESTIONS (TAKEN FROM PARTICIPANTS GUIDE)
1. What does it mean to be a dark horse?
A dark horse is an underdog—an unlikely candidate that comes from behind to unexpectedly succeed.
2. Why do you think God tends to deliver unfailing power to unlikely people?
God uses unlikely people to be victorious so that can demonstrate His power.
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3. What obstacles did Hezekiah face early on his life?
His culture was corrupt, he had a sinful father who ruled the nation before him, and he was a young ruler.

APPLICATION AND CONNECTION: DAILY DEVOTIONS
Give students a Participant’s Guide. Discuss that they will not experience God’s power until they
personally know God. This gives you the opportunity to ask about salvation. Also, encourage students to
spend time in their devotions by using the participants guide daily.
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2

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

STOP THE WATER
+++++++++++++++++++++++++
2 Chronicles 32:1–8

OBJECTIVE: Students will learn that even with failure, we have a gracious God who delights in giving
second chances.

OVERVIEW: In the previous lesson we saw that Hezekiah has had a great beginning to his reign in Judah. Now,
we are introduced to a new king of Assyria, Sennacherib; and he is planning a sneak attack that will throw
Hezekiah off course.

GAME: FLAT ON YOUR FACE
Supplies:
•

1 tennis ball or small ball per group

Have students start the game off by dividing students in groups of six or less.
Have students form a circle within their small group and tell them to start their circle close together.
Give a ball to one student in each group to start the game. Explain that they will be tossing the ball to
the player next to them underhand not overhand.
After everyone in the group has caught the ball, they each have to take a step backwards and repeat the
process.
If one of them drops the ball:
1st drop: that person has to put one hand behind their back.
2nd drop: they have to take a knee and only use one hand.
3rd drop: they have to sit on their behind
4th drop: they have to lie on their stomach.

ICEBREAKER TRANSITION
Even though that game looked like it was difficult for a few of you, the rules were pretty gracious. Even
though you dropped the ball, you still received a second and even a third chance. Well Hezekiah has made
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some mistakes; he too has “dropped the ball.” But God is a God of second chances, and today we are going
to learn how He still chooses to use Hezekiah despite his slip-ups.

SCRIPTURE
Read the passage aloud.
2 Chronicles 32:1–8
1 After these things, and the establishment thereof, Sennacherib king of Assyria came, and entered into Judah,
and encamped against the fenced cities, and thought to win them for himself.
2 And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib was come, and that he was purposed to fight against Jerusalem,
3 He took counsel with his princes and his mighty men to stop the waters of the fountains which were without
the city: and they did help him.
4 So there was gathered much people together, who stopped all the fountains, and the brook that ran through the
midst of the land, saying, Why should the kings of Assyria come, and find much water?
5 Also he strengthened himself, and built up all the wall that was broken, and raised it up to the towers, and
another wall without, and repaired Millo in the city of David, and made darts and shields in abundance.
6 And he set captains of war over the people, and gathered them together to him in the street of the gate of the
city, and spake comfortably to them, saying,
7 Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is
with him: for there be more with us than with him:
8 With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord our God to help us, and to fight our battles. And the people
rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

TALKING POINTS
Have you ever had moments in your life when you wish you could have a do-over? It would be so neat if
life had a big rewind button that would allow us to go back and undo the mistakes that we make. Well, life
doesn’t come with a literal do-over button; it comes with something even better: a God full of grace and
second chances. At this point in Hezekiah’s story, we see that he is in dire need of a do-over after he makes
some poor decisions as a result of his fear. His response as well as the mercy of God will teach us some
valuable lessons.

OUTLINE
LESSON #1: DON’T ALLOW FEAR TO ELIMINATE YOUR FIGHT
Illustration from book: Charles Earl Boles/Black Bart (see pages 26–27).
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Fear is powerful and one of Satan’s greatest tricks. And a lot like Black Bart’s victims were paralyzed by
fear, Satan will use that same tactic to paralyze your progress for God. Hezekiah responded to Sennacherib
and these new obstacles with panic, and as a result there came some serious problems.

Fear Caused Confusion
Fear is what clouded Hezekiah’s mind and caused him to second guess his decision to rebel against Assyria.
He was apologizing for what he knew was right.

Fear Caused Compromise
What is compromise? To compromise is to give in or to make a deal. And that’s what Hezekiah did here
with the king of Assyria: he compromised his convictions.
2 Kings 18:14–18
14 And Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria to Lachish, saying, I have offended; return from me:
that which thou puttest on me will I bear. And the king of Assyria appointed unto Hezekiah king of Judah three
hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold.
15 And Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the house of the Lord, and in the treasures of the
king’s house.
16 At that time did Hezekiah cut off the gold from the doors of the temple of the Lord, and from the pillars which
Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the king of Assyria.
17 And the king of Assyria sent Tartan and Rabsaris and Rabshakeh from Lachish to king Hezekiah with a great
host against Jerusalem. And they went up and came to Jerusalem. And when they were come up, they came and
stood by the conduit of the upper pool, which is in the highway of the fuller’s field.
18 And when they had called to the king, there came out to them Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over the
household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder.
He stole money from the temple of God to pay Sennacherib, the enemy. I’m sure that when Hezekiah
was rebuilding the temple and when he was challenging the people to turn their focus away from the false
idols, he never thought that he would rob God. But that is how sin works. It takes you further than you
want to go and you end up doing things you never thought that you would do. Satan is always working to
try and get you to compromise your convictions, so you have to determine today that there are things you
won’t budge on.
What are your spiritual non-negotiables? Ask for examples. Answers should include but not be limited to
church attendance, reading God’s Word, purity.

LESSON #2: RECOGNIZE THE ENEMY DOES NOT PLAY FAIR
See the Deception

+++++++++++++++++++++++++
   9

+++++++++++++++++++++++++
Illustration from book: Boxer Kid McCoy cheating (see pages 31–32).
Satan doesn’t fight fair! He advertises fun and pleasure, but he only has suffering and defeat to offer. If
aren’t careful, we’ll be lured by the enemies lies, and that’s when he’ll go for the knockout punch.

See the Destruction
We all must open our eyes and realize that Satan is not out to just trick us every once in a while, but he
wants to absolutely destroy our lives.
1 Peter 5:8
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour:
John 10:10
The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that
they might have it more abundantly.
“Satan wants to use our mistakes to cripple us, but God wants to use our mistakes to cultivate us.” It’s
important to remember that when you’re at war with the enemy, you have a place to turn.
Psalm 56:3–4
3 What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.
4 In God I will praise his word, in God I have put my trust; I will not fear what flesh can do unto me.

LESSON #3: ANTICIPATE THE ATTACK
Stop the Water
2 Chronicles 32:3–4
3 He took counsel with his princes and his mighty men to stop the waters of the fountains which were without
the city: and they did help him.
4 So there was gathered much people together, who stopped all the fountains, and the brook that ran through the
midst of the land, saying, Why should the kings of Assyria come, and find much water?
Hezekiah realized that the Jerusalem’s water supply was running outside of the city walls into the outer
cities and supplying the Assyrian army. He knew that if Judah was going to win this war, he couldn’t give
the enemy an advantage. He had to stop the water!
Don’t give the enemy any unnecessary advantages.
2 Corinthians 2:10–11
10 To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes
forgave I it in the person of Christ;
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11 lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.
Name ways we supply “water” to the enemy:
•

We don’t distance ourselves from wrong influences.

•

We go places we shouldn’t go.

•

We watch things we shouldn’t see.

“If you want to win the war, stop the water. Don’t sow to the flesh.”

Strengthen the Walls
After Hezekiah stopped the water, he needed to make sure the city was protected against the enemy’s
attacks—so he rebuilt the wall.
2 Chronicles 32:5
Also he strengthened himself, and built up all the wall that was broken, and raised it up to the towers, and
another wall without, and repaired Millo in the city of David, and made darts and shields in abundance.
What are some areas in your life that may need rebuilding?
•

Devotions/personal time with God

•

Relationship with your family

•

Your heart to serve others

Supply the Weapons
Hezekiah understood that a good supply of weapons were essential in winning a war. The same applies to
us spiritually.
God has equipped us with an inventory list of the spiritual weapons that we need to take with us into
battle. Turn to Ephesians 6:11–17 to see it for yourself!
Ephesians 6:11–17
11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand.
14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;
15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;
16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:

LESSON #4: SPEAK LIFE TO THOSE AROUND YOU
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Without a doubt, Hezekiah has made some progress since we read those first few verses at the beginning
of this lesson. And now God uses him to teach us another lesson: once you’ve decided to do what’s right,
involve those around you!

Speak Encouragement
Hezekiah knew the people were scared and needed encouragement. The word encouragement litterally
means “to put courage in someone, to give them confidence or hope.”
Illustration from book: Dr. Martin Luther King’s I Have a Dream speech (see page 42).

Speak Edification
When Hezekiah spoke to the people, he reminded them that they weren’t alone and that the Lord would
fight for them. He helped edify or helped build them up and it increased their confidence.
We can use our words to build others up, or tear them down!
1 Thessalonians 5:11
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

See the Effect
The people were impacted by Hezekiah’s encouragement. Read 2 Chronicles 32:8:
2 Chronicles 32:8
With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord our God to help us, and to fight our battles. And the people
rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.
Children, especially, are encouraged by the words “Everything is going to be okay.” They know they can
trust their parents and that they can believe them. This is the same idea in we get from “rested themselves”
in verse 8. The people found comfort and hope in what Hezekiah was telling them. They knew they could
believe him!
Speak life and peace to others. Be a person that encourages others to victory but also to obedience.
Illustration from book: Thomas Edison (pages 44–45).
It wouldn’t be a dark horse story if it didn’t have failure. Because we are sinners, we are going to make
a mess of things, but God delights in turning your mess into a message. Just like Hezekiah, we must take
advantage of those second chances and do things the right way.

STUDY QUESTIONS (TAKEN FROM PARTICIPANTS GUIDE)
1. What were the main problems that came as a result of Hezekiah’s fear?
Confusion and compromise
2. What advantage was Judah giving the enemy?
Judah was supplying the Assyrian army with water from their water supply.
3. How do we withstand spiritual attacks in our lives?
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We must identify our weak spots and strengthen the “walls” of our devotional life, our relationships, our
service to God, and even our health. We also must make use of the spiritual weapons God has supplied us
with (Ephesians 6:11).

APPLICATION AND CONNECTION: STOP THE WATER” CARDS
Encourage students to search for Scripture verses that will help them in overcoming the tricks of Satan.
Supply them with twenty index cards each. Instruct them to write a topic they struggle with on one side
and a verse to combat that struggle on the other.

EXAMPLES:
Fear
Isaiah 41:10, Psalm 56:3, 1 John 4:18, Philippians 4:6–7

Pride
James 4:6, Proverbs 13:10, Proverbs 16:18, Proverbs 18:12

Jealousy
Proverbs 14:30, James 3:16, Philippians 2:3, 1 Peter 2:9

Insecurity
Philippians 4:6-9, Romans 12:2, Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 2:10, James 1:4

Laziness
Proverbs 13:4, Romans 12:11, Proverbs 6:6, Ephesians 5:16

Anger
James 1:19-20, Ecclesiastes 7:9, Proverbs 5:18, Proverbs 29:11

+++++++++++++++++++++++++
   13

LESSON

3

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

TRASH TALK
+++++++++++++++++++++++++
2 Kings 18:17–37

OBJECTIVE: Students will learn truths from God’s Word that will aide them in refuting lies from the
enemy, Satan.

OVERVIEW: In this lesson, we’ll look at five lies from Satan that make us believe our situation is hopeless and
then five truths from God’s Word that assure us victory when we trust in Christ.

GAME: THE LISTENING GAME
Supplies:
•

Download sound effects

•

Device to play sound on

•

This can be a verbal game or you may have students write down answers as a “test.”

There are a number of websites that let you download sound effects for free. Visit any one of them and
download some everyday, common, household sound effects onto your laptop, phone, or tablet.
Here is a list of common sounds:
•

Glass breaking

•

Gunshot

•

Page being turned

•

Opening a can of soda

•

Rain

•

Sizzling frying pan

•

Slurping through a straw

•

Spinning a coin on a tabletop

•

Tires squealing

•

Waves crashing

•

Zipper being zipped

•

Airplane passing overhead
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•

Applause

•

Burp

•

Buzzing fly

•

Cat purring

•

Cow bell

•

Crickets chirping

•

Dial up modem being accessed (extra points to anybody who gets that one right!)

•

Door closing

•

Flushing toilet

•

Footsteps

Connect your media to a sound system (or external speaker) so that it is loud enough for the entire
group to hear. Give the winner a cool prize. Give the loser (in a fun way) a box of Q-tips (ear cleaner).

ICEBREAKER TRANSITION
Ask: Which sounds were the hardest for you to discern? Why?
Which sounds were the easiest for you? Why?
I’ll admit, I intentionally made this a little tricky; I picked a few things that sounded similar, for
instance, a gunshot and a door being slammed. Rain can also sometimes sound like a frying pan sizzling. I
just wanted to see how well you listened because often times in life, we don’t hear what we’re not listening
for. And today we’re going to learn how to listen for the voice of God when the enemy’s trash talk is
competing for our attention.

SCRIPTURE
Read the passage aloud.
2 Kings 18:17–37
17 And the king of Assyria sent Tartan and Rabsaris and Rabshakeh from Lachish to king Hezekiah with a great
host against Jerusalem. And they went up and came to Jerusalem. And when they were come up, they came and
stood by the conduit of the upper pool, which is in the highway of the fuller’s field.
18 And when they had called to the king, there came out to them Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over the
household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder.
19 And Rabshakeh said unto them, Speak ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria,
What confidence is this wherein thou trustest?
20 Thou sayest, (but they are but vain words,) I have counsel and strength for the war. Now on whom dost thou
trust, that thou rebellest against me?
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21 Now, behold, thou trustest upon the staff of this bruised reed, even upon Egypt, on which if a man lean, it will
go into his hand, and pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that trust on him.
22 But if ye say unto me, We trust in the Lord our God: is not that he, whose high places and whose altars
Hezekiah hath taken away, and hath said to Judah and Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem?
23 Now therefore, I pray thee, give pledges to my lord the king of Assyria, and I will deliver thee two thousand
horses, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them.
24 How then wilt thou turn away the face of one captain of the least of my master’s servants, and put thy trust
on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen?
25 Am I now come up without the Lord against this place to destroy it? The Lord said to me, Go up against this
land, and destroy it.
26 Then said Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and Shebna, and Joah, unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, to thy
servants in the Syrian language; for we understand it: and talk not with us in the Jews’ language in the ears of
the people that are on the wall.
27 But Rabshakeh said unto them, Hath my master sent me to thy master, and to thee, to speak these words?
hath he not sent me to the men which sit on the wall, that they may eat their own dung, and drink their own
piss with you?
28 Then Rabshakeh stood and cried with a loud voice in the Jews’ language, and spake, saying, Hear the word
of the great king, the king of Assyria:
29 Thus saith the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver you out of his hand:
30 Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying, The Lord will surely deliver us, and this city shall
not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria.
31 Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make an agreement with me by a present, and
come out to me, and then eat ye every man of his own vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one
the waters of his cistern:
32 Until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and
vineyards, a land of oil olive and of honey, that ye may live, and not die: and hearken not unto Hezekiah, when
he persuadeth you, saying, The Lord will deliver us.
33 Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered at all his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria?
34 Where are the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? have they
delivered Samaria out of mine hand?
35 Who are they among all the gods of the countries, that have delivered their country out of mine hand, that the
Lord should deliver Jerusalem out of mine hand?
36 But the people held their peace, and answered him not a word: for the king’s commandment was, saying,
Answer him not.
37 Then came Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son
of Asaph the recorder, to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told him the words of Rabshakeh.
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TALKING POINTS
Illustration from book: Michael Jordan (see pages 48–49).
While trash talk can be a way of joking with friends, it is also used in competitive situations to rattle the
opponent’s confidence and make them doubt their own strength.
In 2 Kings 18 we’re introduced to Sennacherib’s messengers who are led by a man named Rabshakeh.
Rabshakeh positions himself in a place where all of Jerusalem could hear him and he begins his trash talk.
His goal was to make the people afraid and he succeeds; they start to panic. Their fate came down to this:
who were they going to believe?
It’s important that you know this: no dark horse ever experienced victory by listening to the enemy’s
trash talk. Recognize that the voice of the enemy will speak lies and make you doubt God. But listening to
the voice of truth, which comes from God’s Word, will lead you in the right direction.
Repeat this phrase with students: “Right voices lead to right choices.”
We are going to look at Rabshakeh’s speech and talk about five common lies that enemy voices will
tell us and then we’re going to combat those lies with five truths straight from God’s Word that assure us
victory every time.

OUTLINE
LIE # 1: YOUR PAST WILL HAUNT YOU FOREVER
Rabshakeh’s first move was to attack Hezekiah’s past mistakes.
2 Kings 18:19–21
19 And Rabshakeh said unto them, Speak ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria,
What confidence is this wherein thou trustest?
20 Thou sayest, (but they are but vain words,) I have counsel and strength for the war. Now on whom dost thou
trust, that thou rebellest against me?
21 Now, behold, thou trustest upon the staff of this bruised reed, even upon Egypt, on which if a man lean, it will
go into his hand, and pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that trust on him.
He was right in that Hezekiah’s actions were putting the nation at risk; but he was wrong in suggesting
that Hezekiah’s mistakes were permanent. And that leads us to truth number one.

TRUTH # 1: YOUR PAST DOESN’T DEFINE YOU
The enemy wants you to believe that you can never get past your mistakes. But God can take your mistakes
and turn them into miracles. That is the power of what Jesus did on the cross—it gives us unconditional
forgiveness.
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Psalm 103:12
As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.
Revelation 20:10
And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false
prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
So when Satan tries to remind you of your past, silence his voice by reminding him of his future.

LIE #2: YOU ARE POWERLESS
After Rabshakeh trash talks Hezekiah and his past mistakes, he turns to the people of Judah.
2 Kings 18:23–24
23 Now therefore, I pray thee, give pledges to my lord the king of Assyria, and I will deliver thee two thousand
horses, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them.
24 How then wilt thou turn away the face of one captain of the least of my master’s servants, and put thy trust
on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen?
Despite the attempts of Hezekiah’s men to slow him down, Rabshakeh ignored them and got even
louder. He was trying to convince them that they were small, weak, and had no chance.
The enemy wants you also to believe that no matter how hard you try, you can’t make a difference.

TRUTH #2: YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Maybe you can relate to the people of Judah. You try to do what’s right and tune out wrong influences, but
it seems like those influences work overtime to get you distracted.
The truth is that as a child of God, you don’t have to rely on your own power—you can rely on the
power of God.
Remember this: God’s ability to use you is not dependent of man’s affirmation of you. Have the class
repeat this phrase.
It’s not what others think you’re capable of; it’s about what God says we are capable of.
Illustration from book: Austin Gutwein (see page 56).

LIE #3: YOU CAN’T TRUST GOD
After Rabshakeh makes the people doubt their strength, he now aims at attacking their faith.
2 Kings 18:29–30
29 Thus saith the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver you out of his hand:
30 Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying, The Lord will surely deliver us, and this city shall
not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria.
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His goal here is to make them doubt God. Doubt is common and effective, but it also is contagious
and hard to overcome. Rabshakeh knew that if he could just get a few people to believe him and doubt
God’s power, discouragement would spread to others.

TRUTH #3: YOU CAN TRUST GOD FULLY
Illustration from book: John F. Kennedy, Jr. (read pages 57–58).
Some of the greatest Christians to ever live have experienced doubt. The Bible is full of stories of
people who doubted God’s promises. Sarah, Abraham’s wife, actually laughed when she heard that God
would give her a son in her old age (Genesis 18). Gideon struggled with doubt, asking God for signs to
prove He would be with the people in the fight against Midian (Judges 6). And Zacharias still doubted he
and his wife would have a child despite being directly told by an angel of God (Luke 1).
Many times we have to experience doubt to learn the truth for ourselves: God is trustworthy. He
never fails. He keeps all his promises. His word is perfect, without error, and scientifically and historically
accurate. So instead of letting doubt deter you, let it develop you.
When you see for yourself that God does what He says He will do, you’ll understand why so many
throughout history can praise God for His faithfulness.
Joshua 21:45
There failed not ought of any good thing which the Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to pass.
1 Kings 8:56
Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto his people Israel, according to all that he promised: there hath not
failed one word of all his good promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his servant.

LIE #4: FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN LEADS TO MISERY
You’d think Rabshakeh would be tired of talking by now, but he’s still not done.
Now he’s telling the people of Judah that they would be better off surrendering to Assyria than
following Hezekiah and God’s plan. But the truth was that Assyria did not want to help Judah; they
wanted to destroy them. If they were to surrender to Assyria, they would be surrendering to a life
of slavery.
Satan wants you to believe that God’s plan for your life will leave you miserable compared to what
he can offer. He makes his way look fun and easy, but in reality it’s a trap and a set up for a life filled with
heartache, disappointment, and destruction.
Proverbs 14:12
Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto his people Israel, according to all that he promised: there hath not
failed one word of all his good promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his servant.
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TRUTH #4: FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN BRINGS TRUE JOY
Give examples of historical figures and notorious celebrities who fell short (examples found on page 61).
From the world’s perspective, those people had it all. But not one of those people found what they
were looking for—true joy. So if happiness can’t be found in fame, money, or pleasure, where does it
come from?
Here’s the truth: the only thing that brings true joy is serving God and following His plan for our lives.
Jeremiah 29:11
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you
an expected end.
Psalm 37:4–5
4 Delight thyself also in the Lord: and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.
5 Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.
You can trust that God will never disappoint. He wants only the best for you!

LIE #5: YOU CAN’T WIN
After telling the people that they couldn’t trust God and that being ruled by Assyria would be easier for
them, Rabshakeh ends his speech with this:
2 Kings 18:33–35
33 Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered at all his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria?
34 Where are the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? have they
delivered Samaria out of mine hand?
35 Who are they among all the gods of the countries, that have delivered their country out of mine hand, that the
Lord should deliver Jerusalem out of mine hand?
He was telling them that they might as well give up considering all of the other nations Assyria
had conquered. And his words held some validity. According to archeologist’s finds of Sennacherib’s
own record of wars, he claims to have destroyed forty-six walled cities and taken over 200,000 captives.
Everything pretty much points to another victory for Assyria.

TRUTH #5: YOU ARE VICTORIOUS IN CHRIST
Rabshakeh’s goal was to make the people feel hopeless and that they had no chance of victory. In the same
way, Satan uses this lie that you can’t ever overcome sin and temptation and that you cannot win against
him. Whatever you struggle with, he wants to convince you that no one has ever beat it and that you can
never be free from the bondage of sin.
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But this lie distracts us from a very important fact: if we have trusted Christ for salvation, we don’t
have to fight our own battles. Satan is never a match for Jesus Christ.
Rabshakeh was right, no other nation’s god could save them, but he didn’t count on Judah’s God
being the Lord Almighty. In God’s hands, Judah was already victorious. In Christ, we are all more than
conquerors.
At this point, Rabshakeh is finally done with his speech and he has left the people of Judah with a lot
to think about. They were facing an enemy who was bigger and stronger and whose taunts were loudly
echoing in their minds. On the other hand, they had Hezekiah who had tried his best to encourage them
by telling them that God had a plan. Which voice would they listen to?
The same choice is yours to make when you find yourself intimidated by the enemy. The voice of
Satan will tell you that your situation is hopeless and that you can never win. But the voice of the truth
from the Word of God will tell you that you are fearfully and wonderfully made, that God has big plans for
your life and that through faith the victory is already yours.
Do you know the voice of God? Who will you listen to? Who will you believe?

STUDY QUESTIONS (TAKEN FROM PARTICIPANTS GUIDE)
1. Who was Rabshakeh? What was his goal?
He was the leader of Sennacherib’s messengers; to make the people of Judah afraid and doubtful by speaking
to them.
2. From Rabshakeh’s speech, what are five common lies we also hear from enemy voices?
Your past will haunt you, you are powerless, you can’t trust God, following God’s plan leads to misery, and
you can’t win.
3. How do we withstand spiritual attacks in our lives?
Determine which voice you’re going to listen to; the lies of the enemy or the voice of God.

APPLICATION AND CONNECTION: BIBLE STUDY JOURNAL
Give teens the following connection:
The only way you will be able to hear the truth God has given to you over the lies of the devil is if you
know the voice of God. We only come to know the voice of God when we spend time reading His Word. I
challenge you to start journaling what God is teaching you through His Word in different seasons of your life.
That way you can look back and say “Wow, that was a dark horse moment and God gave me something from
the Bible that really helped me.” Here are a few tips that will help:
1. Start by making the commitment to spend time alone with God.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++
   21

+++++++++++++++++++++++++
2. When you start, don’t just sit and let your mind wander. Hopefully, you’re using our Participants Guide
through this study. Feel free to write in the margins or use a separate journal to keep track of what God is
teaching you through His Word.
3. Use the Scripture that goes along with the daily devotions in the Participants Guide or follow a Bible
reading plan that allows you to consistently read through the Bible.
4. Read until you come across a verse that speaks to an issue in your life.
Talk to students about the S.O.A.P method of journaling:
Scripture: Read, focus on, and write down a specific Scripture.
Observation: Jot down your observations or questions about what is happening in the passage.
Application: Write how this passage applies to your life. Did it give you instruction or correction about an
area in your life? Did it encourage you? Did it open your eyes to a truth about God and His promises?
Prayer: Pray and write down your prayers. It could be thanking God for the truth He gave to you through
your Bible reading or asking Him to help you in a specific area of your life.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++
   22

LESSON

4

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

THE STRUGGLE IS REAL
+++++++++++++++++++++++++
2 Kings 19:1–19

OBJECTIVE: Students will learn four ways to respond to trials from the life of Hezekiah.
OVERVIEW: Hezekiah is burdened with a series of trials, including a letter from Sennacherib intended to shake
his faith in God. He finds strength through the power of prayer.

GAME: WOULD YOU RATHER
In this game you’ll ask a series of difficult questions and allow the students to choose which scenario they would
rather pick. You can run the game in a few formats, depending on the time available and size of your group.

Suggestions:
•

Have students go to one side of the room or the other to indicate their answer.

•

Have students sit down or stand up according to their answer.

Questions:
•

Would you rather always have to say everything on your mind or never speak again?

•

Would you rather always lose or never play?

•

Would you rather always win ten pie-eating contests in one day or win one ten mile
wheelbarrow race?

•

Would you rather be three feet tall or eight feet tall?

•

Would you rather be a deep sea diver or an astronaut?

•

Would you rather be a dog named Killer or a cat named Fluffy?

•

Would you rather be a giant hamster or a tiny rhino?

•

Would you rather be able to hear any conversation or take back anything you say?

•

Would you rather be able to read everyone’s mind all the time or always know their future?

•

Would you rather be able to stop time or fly?

•

Would you rather be born with an elephant trunk or a giraffe neck?

•

Would you rather be hairy all over or completely bald?

•

Would you rather be invisible or be able to read minds?
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•

Would you rather be in constant pain or have a constant itch?

•

Would you rather be blind or not be able to talk for the rest of your life?

•

Would you rather go through life unable to answer any questions or unable to ask any questions?

•

Would you rather have no sense of smell or smell everything near you as though it were right in

		

front of your nose?
•

Would you rather only be able to whisper or only be able to shout everything?

•

Would you rather never touch another human again or never touch a computer powered device

		

again?
•

Would you rather have a lousy short term memory or a terrible long term memory?

•

Would you rather have one wish granted today or three wishes granted five years from now?

•

Would you rather be homeless or live without family and friends?

•

Would you rather be rich and ugly or poor and good looking?

•

Would you rather be stranded on an island alone or with someone you disliked?

•

Would you rather be the most popular or the smartest person you know?

•

Would you rather eat a bar of soap or drink a bottle of dishwashing liquid?

•

Would you rather eat a handful of hair or lick three public telephones?

•

Would you rather eat a stick of butter or a gallon of ice cream in one sitting?

•

Would you rather eat a stick of margarine or five tablespoons of hot sauce?

•

Would you rather eat poison ivy or a handful of bumblebees?

•

Would you rather end hunger or hatred?

•

Would you rather find true love or $10 million?

•

Would you rather give up your computer or your pet?

•

Would you rather go to an amusement park or to a family reunion?

•

Would you rather go without television or junk food for the rest of your life?

•

Would you rather have a missing finger or have an extra toe?

•

Would you rather have x-ray vision or bionic hearing?

•

Would you rather kiss a jellyfish or step on a crab?

•

Would you rather know it all or have it all?

•

Would you rather only be able to whisper or only be able to shout?

•

Would you rather visit the doctor or the dentist?

ICEBREAKER TRANSITION
Wow! Some of those scenarios were no brainers, and others were definitely lose-lose situations!
Thankfully, we most likely won’t ever find ourselves having to decide if we would rather be born with an
elephant trunk or a giraffe neck, right?
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Well in our lesson today, we’ll see that Hezekiah’s struggles are definitely real. He is faced with some
pretty tough challenges, and he doesn’t get a choice in the matter.

SCRIPTURE
Read the passage aloud.
2 Kings 19:1–19
1 And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth,
and went into the house of the LORD.
2 And he sent Eliakim, which was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests, covered
with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz.
3 And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy; for
the children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth.
4 It may be the LORD thy God will hear all the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath
sent to reproach the living God; and will reprove the words which the LORD thy God hath heard: wherefore lift
up thy prayer for the remnant that are left.
5 So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah.
6 And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your master, Thus saith the LORD, Be not afraid of the words
which thou hast heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me.
7 Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and shall return to his own land; and I will
cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.
8 So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah: for he had heard that he was
departed from Lachish.
9 And when he heard say of Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, Behold, he is come out to fight against thee: he sent
messengers again unto Hezekiah, saying,
10 Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God in whom thou trustest deceive thee,
saying, Jerusalem shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria.
11 Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, by destroying them utterly: and shalt
thou be delivered?
12 Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers have destroyed; as Gozan, and Haran, and
Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in Thelasar?
13 Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and
Ivah?
14 And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up into the
house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD.
15 And Hezekiah prayed before the LORD, and said, O LORD God of Israel, which dwellest between the cherubims,
thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou hast made heaven and earth.
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16 LORD, bow down thine ear, and hear: open, LORD, thine eyes, and see: and hear the words of Sennacherib,
which hath sent him to reproach the living God.
17 Of a truth, LORD, the kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations and their lands,
18 And have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone:
therefore they have destroyed them.
19 Now therefore, O LORD our God, I beseech thee, save thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the
earth may know that thou art the LORD God, even thou only.

TALKING POINTS
Give examples of individuals who endured difficult situations and challenges but managed to become stronger
and more successful through their struggles. (see page 69–70).
One of the trademark characteristics of a dark horse is that he or she endures times of struggle. And
Hezekiah is going through a period of time where the struggle is all too real and all too personal. He
receives a nasty letter from Sennacherib, his nation was under attack, his people were being intimidated,
and his health was failing—yet through it all, he remained strong.
Today, we are going to look at four things Hezekiah did that we should emulate if we are to learn how
to be strong during times of struggle.

OUTLINE
RESPOND WITH THE RIGHT SPIRIT
We heard in our last lesson all the trash talk coming from Rabshakeh, now listen and learn from the way
Hezekiah responds.

His Heart
Verse 1 says that when Hezekiah heard what was going on, he “rent his clothes, and covered himself with
sackcloth.” He tore up his clothes, not in anger, but in grief. Yes, it bothered him to hear that he would be
attacked but even more that God was being blasphemed. This tells us a lot about his heart—he loved God
and he was burdened when His name was used disrespectfully.
How do you react when you hear about sin or when you’re in sin yourself? Is your heart burdened?
It’s possible to get to a point where your heart is hardened and desensitized to the prompting of the Holy
Spirit and you stop feeling the conviction of sin. It’s what Paul calls a “seared conscience” in 1 Timothy 4:2.
But the damage can be undone by turning back to God.
Psalm 51:10
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.
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His Humility
The Bible tells us that Hezekiah ripped his clothes and put on sackcloth. Sackcloth is extremely
uncomfortable and itchy, and in Bible times it represented humility. It was humbling to wear because it
made you look silly, but it also was a symbol of repentance. By wearing it, Hezekiah was signifying that he
realized that it was his mistake that led his nation to this point.
Do you admit and repent when you’ve done wrong? Or do you hold on to pride?
James 4:6
But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.

His Hope
Hezekiah was hopeful that God wouldn’t stand for His name being blasphemed and would take care of
the problem. He knew that God was able to help!
Just as Hezekiah believed God would judge Sennacherib for what he’d been saying, you should also
know that we will all give an account to God for every word we speak.

RUN TO GODLY INFLUENCES
Do you know where Hezekiah ran in a time of difficulty? He ran to a prayer partner, the prophet Isaiah.
2 Chronicles 32:20
And for this cause Hezekiah the king, and the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz, prayed and cried to heaven.
Every dark horse needs a good friend and a good sidekick. This should be a person that prays with you
and always directs your focus back to God.
Proverbs 27:17
Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.
Example of Paul and Silas—we all need friends that will pray for and encourage us.

REMAIN CONFIDENT IN CHRIST
2 Kings 19:6–7
6 And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your master, Thus saith the LORD, Be not afraid of the
words which thou hast heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me.
7 Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and shall return to his own land; and
I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++
   27

+++++++++++++++++++++++++
Well now Hezekiah is finally getting some good news! God knew what was happening and He promised to
take care of it. But just as Hezekiah is breathing a sigh of relief, Sennacherib sends him a nasty letter that
attacks his faith and his God. He used this to weaken Hezekiah’s defense.
Two areas Sennacherib wanted Hezekiah to doubt:

The Person of God
2 Kings 19:10
Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God in whom thou trustest deceive thee,
saying, Jerusalem shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria.
Since the beginning of time, Satan and the world have tried to convince others that God isn’t who He says
He is. The final word will always be God’s.
Philippians 2:9–11
9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:
10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things
under the earth;
11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The Promise of God
Sennacherib also wanted Hezekiah to believe that God didn’t mean what He said. Satan used this same
tactic in the Garden of Eden with Eve.
Satan was essentially saying, “Are you sure that’s what God said? I don’t know if that’s true….” And the
world does the same thing today when it comes to God’s Word.
Many times today, people will try to get you to believe that the Bible is old and even wrong. But the
Bible is reliable and trustworthy. It’s been proven prophetically, historically, and scientifically.
Deuteronomy 7:9
Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with
them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations;
Numbers 23:19
God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall
he not do it?or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?
Proverbs 30:5
Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.
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2 Timothy 3:15
And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

RELY ON THE POWER OF PRAYER
Vacation illustration found on pages 81–82, or any other illustration that relates to activities we enjoy to relax.
There are many things we do to relax and find rejuvenation after a tough day or a trial. But what gave
Hezekiah peace was going to the Lord in prayer. God is the source of our strength, and prayer should
always be our top priority.
When Hezekiah prayed to the Lord, he was specific. Even though the Lord knew every detail to the
situation he was facing and even the contents of the letter he had received—Hezekiah took the letter with
him to the house of the Lord to pray.

Accuracy
2 Kings 19:14
And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up into the
house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord.
Do you just talk to your friends about your troubles? Or do you “spread” the details of your problems
directly before the Lord?

Adoration
It’s rude to approach someone and start asking for things without acknowledging them. Before giving God
our requests, we need to give Him our reverence. Hezekiah desperately needed God’s help, but he didn’t
just jump in without recognizing the power of God and who He was.

Appeal
Hezekiah didn’t beg the Lord for a new iPhone or a girlfriend; he pleaded for God to answer and put a
stop to sin. What was the last thing you prayed really hard about? Don’t be more concerned with trivial
things than in getting God’s help with things that really matter.

Acknowledgment
In verses 17–18, Hezekiah admitted that Sennacherib was a threat and had conquered many nations, but
there was one difference between Judah and those other nations:
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2 Kings 19:17–18
17 Of a truth, LORD, the kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations and their lands,
18 And have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone:
therefore they have destroyed them.
The other nations worshipped false gods who were powerless. Hezekiah acknowledged that the Lord
was the only true God and that’s why Jerusalem was still standing.

Aim
Hezekiah’s motivation wasn’t fame and recognition. He simply wanted to glorify God. What motivates
your prayers? Do you ask God for things that only benefit you or those closest to you? Or is your heart to
show others the love of God, His grace, and the way to eternal life? The best part of Hezekiah’s prayer is
found in 2 Kings 19:20.
2 Kings 19:20
Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, That which thou
hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria I have heard.
The Lord heard Hezekiah! It’s amazing that we serve a God who knows everything about us yet still
wants to hear from us.
Illustration from book: Tell the story (pages 86–87) or show a clip of Grayson Clamp.
Our Heavenly Father finds joy in hearing our voice. So why do we go days or longer without spending
time communicating with God through prayer? Hezekiah knew that if he was going to have success
through his struggle he needed to draw close to God through prayer.
We all have trials and difficult situations. And if you haven’t had them, you certainly will. So, it’s
important to decide now who you will run to during those times—this will be the key to your victory or
your defeat.

STUDY QUESTIONS (TAKEN FROM PARTICIPANTS GUIDE)
1. Why did Hezekiah tear up his clothes?
He was showing humility and he was grieved that Sennacherib was blaspheming God.
2. Who did Hezekiah run to when He needed help?
He called for the prophet Isaiah and they prayed to God.
3. What was Hezekiah’s motivation in winning the battle?
Hezekiah’s had pure motives—he just wanted to bring glory to God.
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APPLICATION AND CONNECTION:
Take group to a quiet place for prayer. Give them the option of choosing a prayer partner or praying
individually.
Give them liberty in what to pray about, but encourage them to spend most of their time not asking
for anything but simply thanking Him for Who He is, for His blessings and for what He promises He will
do in the future.
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5
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HOOK IN THE NOSE
+++++++++++++++++++++++++
2 Kings 19:21–37

OBJECTIVE: Students will learn that nothing is a match for the power of God.
OVERVIEW: Hezekiah’s problems just won’t go away! But God is working behind the scenes and promises that
this will all come to pass for good and for His glory.

GAME: ZOOM IN GAME
In this game you’ll ask a series of difficult questions and allow the students to choose which scenario they would
rather pick. You can run the game in a few formats, depending on the time available and size of your group.

Supplies:
•

Download PowerPoint Slide onto device

•

Projector and Screen (make large enough for entire class to see)

•

Timer

•

List of items

•

Paper and pen to record team’s points

How to play the Zoom In game:
Separate everyone into teams according to the size of your group. Appoint a team leader to each group.
The object of the game is to identify as many objects from the Power Point as possible as a group.
You may either create your own Power Point with photos you select, but we also found one here:
http://www.greatgroupgames.com/zoom-in-game.htm

Point System:
The first “zoomed” slide is worth 5 points
The second “zoomed out” slide is 4 points
The third “zoomed out” slide is 3 points
The fourth “zoomed out” slide is worth only 1 point.
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Each team tries to identify the object as soon as possible, to get the maximum amount of points.
•

Allow students one minute to identify objects.

•

As soon as the group thinks they know what the object is, the team leader will stand/raise their

		

hand and share their guess.
•

Once the object is revealed, the team that has the correct answer will receive the amount of

		

points for the slide that they stopped at. For example, if a team correctly identifies the object by

		

the second “zoomed out” slide, the team is awarded 4 points. If the team answers incorrectly,

		

they do not gain any points for that round.
•

The team with the most points wins the game.

ICEBREAKER TRANSITION
Some of those pictures were tough! You couldn’t get a good idea of what simple, everyday objects were
until we zoomed out! This game reminded me of how even though we see only a small part of our trials
or circumstance, God see’s the big picture. He knows what’s going to happen because He ordained it.
Hezekiah is going to remind us that through our limited abilities God is faithfully working behind the
scenes in all of His power and glory.

SCRIPTURE
Read the passage aloud.
2 Kings 19:21–37
21 This is the word that the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The virgin the daughter of Zion hath despised
thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee.
22 Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up
thine eyes on high? even against the Holy One of Israel.
23 By thy messengers thou hast reproached the LORD, and hast said, With the multitude of my chariots I am
come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar trees thereof,
and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the lodgings of his borders, and into the forest of his Carmel.
24 I have digged and drunk strange waters, and with the sole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of besieged
places.
25 Hast thou not heard long ago how I have done it, and of ancient times that I have formed it? now have I
brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste fenced cities into ruinous heaps.
26 Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed and confounded; they were as the grass
of the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the house tops, and as corn blasted before it be grown up.
27 But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me.
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28 Because thy rage against me and thy tumult is come up into mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy nose,
and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest.
29 And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such things as grow of themselves, and in the second
year that which springeth of the same; and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the
fruits thereof.
30 And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall yet again take root downward, and bear fruit
upward.
31 For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion: the zeal of the LORD
of hosts shall do this.
32 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an
arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor cast a bank against it.
33 By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD.
34 For I will defend this city, to save it, for mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake.
35 And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the LORD went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians
an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead
corpses.
36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.
37 And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer
his sons smote him with the sword: and they escaped into the land of Armenia. And Esarhaddon his son reigned
in his stead.

TALKING POINTS
Have you ever been at the point where you feel you’ve been pushed to your limit and you want your
difficulties to just leave you alone? I imagine that’s how Hezekiah was feeling. The king of Assyria wanted
to destroy Jerusalem, Sennacherib sent his friend Rabshakeh with his trash talk of all the nations they’d
conquered, then Sennacherib sent a letter mocking God and trying to shake the faith of Hezekiah. Assyria
and Sennacherib were a problem that would not go away.
There will be times in your life when it seems that the struggles you face just won’t go away. The longer
we struggle, the more tired and frustrated we get, and the more we’re tempted to give up. But Hezekiah
would have never had the victory he was about to have if he had caved in to his struggles.
God heard Hezekiah’s prayer, and He was about to show him that He is always in control.
Psalm 115:3
But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased.
Sennacherib was one of the most powerful kings in the world, but he was going to find out that he was
still no match for the power of God. Look at verse 28 of our passage. God was comforting Hezekiah by
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saying He was going to “put my hook in [Sennacherib’s] nose.” He was saying, “I got this. I’m in control.”
When it seems that trials in your life are never going to end and you’ve run out of strength, remember
these four statements and be comforted that God is in control.

OUTLINE
DON’T BECOME PROUD OVER WHAT GOD MADE POSSIBLE
Sennacherib thought he was all powerful and that no one could stop him. The problem with arrogance is
that Bible says that people who love to be exalted are guaranteed to be demoted.
Proverbs 16:5
The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot.
Illustration: Chick Bank Robber (see pages 94–95).
Sennacherib had a problem with boasting, but he was about to get a wake-up call. God was telling
Sennacherib, “Everything you think you accomplished? I did it all. All of the chariots and the soldiers you
possess? I gave them to you.”
May times we get caught up in accomplishments and start feeling as if we “deserve” and have “earned”
good things. You may have worked hard for something, but your intelligence, your talent, your ability to
work, and especially your life all come from God. Don’t become proud over what God made possible.

NOT ONLY IS GOD AWARE, HE IS ACTIVE
God has been relatively quiet up until this point. And Hezekiah had been hoping for a sign, any sign. But
then God spoke.
2 Kings 19:27
But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me.
God had been listening and He knew exactly what was happening. God doesn’t just know the existence
of our problems, He knows the full extent of our problems. He is always working behind the scenes, well
aware of what’s going on.
And this is what happened with Sennacherib. In 2 Kings 19:28, we see God had a plan for how to deal
with him:
2 Kings 19:28
Because thy rage against me and thy tumult is come up into mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy
nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest.
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The hook and the bridle were tools that were used to tame or control an animal, to let it know who
was master. God uses this example here to show He intended to demonstrate that He was in control.
The Bible never tells us that we are supposed to figure out our trials on our own. Over and over it tells
us that we need to trust God. Why? Because He already has it all figured out.

TO BEAR FRUIT UPWARD, TAKE ROOT DOWNWARD
Now, God uses Isaiah to say something very interesting.
2 Kings 19:30
Because thy rage against me and thy tumult is come up into mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy
nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest.
He was telling Hezekiah that the kingdom of Judah would one day be built back up and would bear
fruit again. But first, the people had to take root downward. They’d have to get rooted and established in
in order to grow. The same applies in our lives. If we want spiritual blessings, we have to start with a good
foundation.
Colossians 2:7
Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with
thanksgiving.
2 Timothy 2:15
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth.
Sometimes we want the blessings that come with doing right, but we’re not willing to do the work.
You don’t see a strong, fruit bearing tree with no root system—and you won’t bear fruit without spending
time in the Word of God and in prayer.
The people of Judah needed to rededicate themselves to the Lord and then they would start to see the
blessings.
Is your life fruitful? Are you growing and progressing? Check your foundation.

OUR GRIEF SETS THE STAGE FOR GOD’S GLORY
Illustration from book: Dr. Paul Brand and lepers (see pages 102–103)
There was a reason why Hezekiah had suffered under Assyria for years; God was setting the stage for
great delivery of His people.

God’s Passion
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2 Kings 19:31
For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion: the zeal of the
LORD of hosts shall do this.
Zeal means “eagerness and ardent interest in pursuing something.” Another word for this is passion.
What are you passionate about? If you have a hard time thinking of something, a good place to start
would be a passion for the things of God. We should care about the things He cares about. David gave
us a good example of the type of passion we should have in Psalm 63:1:
Psalm 63:1
O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry
and thirsty land, where no water is;

God’s Protection
Remember how Sennacherib was bragging about the size of his army? Well this is the part of the story that
is really amazing. The Bible says an angel came through the Assyrian camp and killed 185,000 men. That
was an awesome display of the power of God.
When Sennacherib woke up to find his army all slayed, he ran away. And while he was worshipping
his false gods, his own sons killed him. Sounds like a sad ending for someone who boasted about being
stronger than God.
Hezekiah was at his absolute lowest—everything that could go wrong, did. He couldn’t see how God’s
plan could possibly work—but God had a plan! In the same way, you are going to have difficulties and
times when things look hopeless. You must remember that many times our greatest difficulty is simply
paving the way for God’s greatest delivery. Trust God. Trust that He knows exactly what He’s doing!

STUDY QUESTIONS (TAKEN FROM PARTICIPANTS GUIDE)
1. What did God mean when He told Hezekiah He was going to “put my hook in [Sennacherib’s] nose”?
He was telling him that He was in control.
2. Why do you think the Bible never tells us to figure our situation out on our own?
We can’t accomplish much in our own strength, but God has the power.
3. How did God take out the Assyrian army?
One angel came through their camp at night at killed 185,000 soldiers.

APPLICATION AND CONNECTION: REALITY CHECK
Lead a group discussion on topics/struggles that students can relate to.
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Examples: Parent’s separated, family moving, personal illness or an illness within their family, feeling
lonely, unanswered prayer, etc.
Have students write down struggles they are facing, and as a class look up verses on trusting God.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++
   38

LESSON
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THE HEART OF THE DARK HORSE
+++++++++++++++++++++++++
2 Kings 19:21–37

OBJECTIVE: Students will learn the key to true success behind every dark horse: God and a heart of humility.
OVERVIEW: Hezekiah’s fourteenth year of reign was a year filled with trials and difficulties. And when he is
finally able to reap from the blessings of God, he misses an opportunity to give Him the glory. In this last chapter,
Hezekiah teaches us about the most important characteristic of a dark horse: humility.

GAME: I’M THE BEST
Divide students into groups.
Explain the rules: You will be announcing a contest category for the group (for example, “The Tallest”). Each
group needs to select one person who they think will win the category. There’ll be a category contest and if a
person has “the best” within the category, his or her team gets a point.
Each group needs to select one person from their group who they think will win the category.
Reveal the specific action or measurement the selected people have to do to win the contest (example:
whoever has the “The Tallest” thumb). The person with the best action or measurement wins a point for their
team. The team with the most points wins the game.

Categories:
•

The Tallest....Thumb

•

The Fastest....Crab Walker

•

The Highest….Jumper

•

The Longest.... Staring Contest (They can’t blink!)

•

The Fastest....Alphabet Song Singer

•

The Smallest....Shoe Size

•

The Farthest....Length to Throw a Paper Airplane

•

The Largest….Bubble to Blow with Chewing Gum

•

The Strongest....Thumb for a Thumb War

•

The Fastest....Paper Cup Stacker
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•

The Longest….Thrower and Catcher (two people per team)

•

The Longest....Hair

•

The Fastest…Paper Cup Stacker

•

The Best….Coin Spinner

•

The Fastest….Word Looker in Dictionary

ICEBREAKER TRANSITION
Some of you are pretty talented! But does anyone have a real hobby or talent that they would say they are
pretty good at? Allow students to share. Well God has certainly blessed us, and we’ll see in a moment how
God blesses and gives grace to Hezekiah when he certainly did not deserve it. In this final lesson, we will
learn the most important characteristic of being a dark horse.

SCRIPTURE
Read the passage aloud.
2 Kings 19:21–37
21 This is the word that the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The virgin the daughter of Zion hath despised
thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee.
22 Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up
thine eyes on high? even against the Holy One of Israel.
23 By thy messengers thou hast reproached the LORD, and hast said, With the multitude of my chariots I am
come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar trees thereof,
and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the lodgings of his borders, and into the forest of his Carmel.
24 I have digged and drunk strange waters, and with the sole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of besieged
places.
25 Hast thou not heard long ago how I have done it, and of ancient times that I have formed it? now have I
brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste fenced cities into ruinous heaps.
26 Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed and confounded; they were as the grass
of the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the house tops, and as corn blasted before it be grown up.
27 But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me.
28 Because thy rage against me and thy tumult is come up into mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy nose,
and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest.
29 And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such things as grow of themselves, and in the second
year that which springeth of the same; and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the
fruits thereof.
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30 And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall yet again take root downward, and bear fruit
upward.
31 For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion: the zeal of the LORD
of hosts shall do this.
32 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an
arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor cast a bank against it.
33 By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD.
34 For I will defend this city, to save it, for mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake.
35 And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the LORD went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians
an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead
corpses.
36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.
37 And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer
his sons smote him with the sword: and they escaped into the land of Armenia. And Esarhaddon his son reigned
in his stead.

TALKING POINTS
Illustration from book: 1986 Freighter Collision (pages 107–108).
We’ve learned many valuable lessons from the life of Hezekiah on what it means to be a dark horse. It
means turning obstacles into opportunities. It means not letting fear eliminate the fight. It means going to
God to find strength when challenges arise and trusting that He’s working even when things look darkest.
But one of the most important dark horse qualities we’ll learn from this study is this: the heart of a
dark horse is a heart full of humility, not pride.
Here are some steps we must take if we’re going to develop a heart like Hezekiah:

OUTLINE
EVALUATE YOUR TIME
Some people pay fortune tellers or psychics who pretend to know the future or who claim lines in your
palms can tell them how long you have to live, but we know that only God knows the length of your life
and the time of your death because He’s the one that appointed it.
Hebrews 9:27
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:
Job 14:5
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Seeing his days are determined, the number of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed his bounds
that he cannot pass;
But let’s imagine that someone could tell you when you were going to die. And like Hezekiah, you
were very sick and only had a few weeks to live.
How would you respond? You would probably start to realize how precious time is and how much
you’ve been wasting on things that don’t matter.
Use statistics of media usage; Netflix/Hulu (page 112).
Studies have shown that in the average American lifespan, of seventy-eight years, twenty-five years
spent sleeping; nine years are spent watching TV; and in some cities over three months, or about forty-two
hours every year, are spent just sitting in traffic. And that’s not even the worst of it. A late 2015 study found
that teens spend between six and nine hours every day on social media, even checking their social media
profiles up to one hundred times a day.
If you knew you were about to die? How much of that time would seem like a waste?
Use examples of “buzzer beaters” in NBA history; show YouTube clip.
Life doesn’t have a visible game clock and we don’t know much time we have left here on earth.
Hezekiah knew his time was almost up because God sent him a message through Isaiah saying:
2 Kings 20:1
In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said
unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live.
He was telling him that he was going to die from sickness and he needed to prepare for his death. This
meant he probably needed to get his finances in order to make sure his family was taken care of, training
the next king of Judah, and, most importantly, preparing himself to meet God.
Are you prepared to meet God? If you died today, do you know for sure where you would spend
eternity? There is a way to know for sure:
Romans 10:9–10
9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.
John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.
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Don’t hear this kind of news and say, “I’ll make the decision to accept Christ’s gift of salvation later.”
No one has the guarantee of a long life, and we certainly don’t know for sure that we’ll be alive even
tomorrow.
James 4:14
Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth
for a little time, and then vanisheth away.
If you’ve been putting off giving your life to Christ and accepting His gift of eternal life through what
He did on the cross, take care of it today!
2 Corinthians 6:2
For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold,
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.
Use the time you have now to live for God—if you aren’t sure, get that settled today.

ELIMINATE PRIDE
When Hezekiah found out he was going to die, the Bible says he “turned his face to the wall, and prayed
unto the Lord.” He prayed a prayer that most of us would consider self-righteous.
But I believe that it was a natural human emotion Hezekiah was experiencing. Doesn’t it always seem
more unfair whenever bad things happen to good people? Even though he made mistakes in his life,
Hezekiah was a good, faithful, and upright man. He wept (v. 3) because he know his job as king of Judah
wasn’t done—he wanted more time to see Assyria defeated.
God answered Hezekiah’s request and sent Isaiah with some great news:
2 Kings 20:5–6
5 Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy
father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go
up unto the house of the LORD.
6 And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king
of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake.
At the end of verse 6, God said he would heal Hezekiah and rescue Judah “for mine own sake, and
for my servant David’s sake.” He was going to give him extra time, but not because Hezekiah was a good
person or had done such great things in his life. God was going to heal Hezekiah for His glory.
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Remember that God’s promises are based not based on we are, but who He is. If you’ve been saved,
you have received the grace of God, and as a result, you have access to His blessing and promises. They are
only available because what God has done.
What happens next is a miracle. In 2 Kings 20:7-11, God used figs to heal Hezekiah’s body of the
painful boils. Then to confirm his promise to extend Hezekiah’s life, God caused the shadow of the sun
dial of Ahaz to move backwards, which is something only God would have the power to do. These were
reminders that God was greater than Hezekiah’s circumstances and that it wasn’t the end for him.
Whatever you’re facing, believe that God is greater!

EXCLAIM THE GOODNESS OF GOD
If you were Hezekiah, and you woke up the next morning knowing that you have been given a second
chance at life, how would you respond? Well instead of being grateful for how God had healed him,
Hezekiah was filled with pride.
He could have witnessed to the people of Babylon by showing them God’s grace in his own life.
But instead he took them to his trophy case and bragged about everything he owned and all of his
accomplishments. He missed a huge opportunity to exclaim the goodness and glory of God—but instead
he exalted himself.
One of the strange habits of the human heart is to feel proud about things we’ve received by grace or
even had nothing to do with. Hezekiah tried to make himself look good instead of pointing the king of
Babylon to the one who had done it all. He was stealing glory that belonged to God.
What are you proud of? Do you remember to give credit to God?
When good things happen in your life, use them as opportunities to show others how awesome and
how good God is.
But there was also a price to pay for Hezekiah’s pride—a price that impacted not only him personally,
but future generations. Hezekiah’s pride resulted in the captivity of his people and his family.
Ephesians 6:7–8
7 With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men:
8 Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he
be bond or free.
Your decisions don’t only affect you. A single choice can alter the course of people around you.
Remember the ship captains? I doubt either of them woke up that morning hoping to be responsible for
four hundred deaths. But just one unwise choice changed history for those people and their family and
friends.
There is no wisdom in going through life with the mindset that you are going to do whatever is
best for you. And this was a hard lesson for Hezekiah to learn after the amazing miracles he had just
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experienced. He could have responded with a bad attitude, but instead, he accepted the consequences with
an attitude of humility.
2 Kings 20:19
Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good is the word of the LORD which thou hast spoken. And he said, Is it
not good, if peace and truth be in my days?
He repented of his pride. And from what the Bible tells us, he lived the rest of his life as a faithful man
who gave God the glory for everything He had done. And not too long after this, God gave him a dark
horse victory by delivering Judah from Assyria and Sennacherib and blessed the nation greatly.
Remember, whatever good we achieve in our lives is not in our own power, but is due to the greatness
of God. The most important truth you should take from this lesson is that the heart of the dark horse is a
heart of humility.
What have we learned from the story of Hezekiah?
Well Hezekiah surprised everyone with these victories. He was an unlikely candidate because of his
family past, he was young and this nation was small. But he was also faithful, and he gave God the credit
for the accomplishments in his life so he was equipped to be used by God. God was going to use him to
deliver His people and to declare His power and glory to the surrounding nations.
You probably feel as if you’re an unfit candidate for victory. You might come from a difficult home
situation, you may not be the most popular or have the coolest friends—but God can still use you in a
great way.
Let’s read what God says to us in 1 Peter 2:9:
1 Peter 2:9
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light;
He created us, chose us, set us aside for a specific purpose. That makes us extraordinary. But are you
living as if you were created to be extraordinary? Or are you living for yourself?
Just like Hezekiah, he has some amazing plans for you. You may have experienced some trials (and
there will probably be more in the future), but remember what we’ve learned from Hezekiah’s life:
•

Take every opportunity to overcome your obstacles.

•

Don’t let fear eliminate your fight.

•

Don’t let the enemy shake your confidence.

•

Get strength from God’s Word during times of struggle.

•

Trust that God knows exactly what He’s doing and that He’s working behind the scenes.

•

Be humble; give credit for your successes to the One who made it possible.
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Remember, we have an awesome God with some awesome plans ahead for you. Don’t settle for
mediocrity when you could be extraordinary and you’ll have amazing dark horse victories in your life.
Surprise the world with what God can do through you!

STUDY QUESTIONS (TAKEN FROM PARTICIPANTS GUIDE)
1. We’ve learned quite a few important lessons from the life of Hezekiah. What is one of the most
important qualities of a dark horse?
The heart of the dark horse is a heart of humility.
2. Why are we encouraged to redeem the time?
We don’t know when our life could end—we need to do all that we can for Christ while we have the time.
3. What mistake did Hezekiah make after God healed him?
Instead of giving God the glory for His blessings—he boasted about all of his possessions.

APPLICATION AND CONNECTION: REALITY CHECK
Some of our greatest lessons in humility come through seeing life through the eyes of another person.
Have a class activity where you serve dinner at a local shelter or write and deliver notes to a retirement
home. Explain to students that any blessings or accomplishments we have are because of the grace of God.
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